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WESTERN AUSTRALIA POLICE FORCE — TERRORISM POWERS 
148. Mr S.A. MILLMAN to the Minister for Police: 
I refer to the McGowan government’s support of WA police officers to ensure they have the necessary powers to 
respond to a terrorist situation. 
(1) Can the minister outline how changes to police powers will provide confidence to our police officers in 

their efforts to protect Western Australians? 
(2) What prompted these changes? 
(3) Can the minister advise the house when these changes were first raised? 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS replied: 
(1)–(3) Members may be aware that this morning I introduced a bill to amend the Terrorism (Extraordinary Powers) 

Act 2005—an act that was brought into this place post the Bali bombings and post-September 11 and 
other events at the time. Post the Lindt cafe siege in Sydney, the coroner there has reviewed the powers 
that police may need to deal with a terrorist incident. Our legislation is aimed at giving police pre-emptive 
power in a terrorism situation. It will give police much better protections and put them in a position in 
which they can better protect the community of Western Australia. As a government, we do not want to 
wait until there is some kind of terrorist incident or an incident such as the one that occurred in Sydney 
or those that have occurred elsewhere around the world. We want police to have a clear authority to take 
pre-emptive action if required. Clearly, we have put in place some checks and balances. The 
Commissioner of Police first has to determine that it is a terrorist incident or reasonably believes it to be 
a terrorist incident. Down the chain of command to the operative on the ground, that same reasonable 
belief has to be formed that action is necessary and that they are dealing with an incident. Unfortunately, 
two lives were lost in the Lindt cafe siege—lives that may not have been lost had the police been able to, 
or had a clear understanding that they could, take pre-emptive action. We have been keen to learn from 
that experience. 
I was interested when I heard on radio this morning the opposition spokesperson, the member for Hillarys, 
say that he had been calling for the government to do this for some time. I have had a look through the 
Hansard record and he has not asked me a question about it. He has not written a letter to me about it and 
he has not raised the issue in this house. Perhaps he has been raising it in his dreams for some time. 

Several members interjected. 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: No phone call—nothing. 
Mr B.S. Wyatt: Maybe not that late, member. 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Unlike the former member for Hillarys, I have not had one of those late-night calls from him. 
The fact of the matter is that post the coroner’s report in New South Wales, our Premier attended a Council of 
Australian Governments meeting on 5 October last year at which he committed to taking further action to better 
equip our police and better protect the community of Western Australia from acts of terrorism. The fact of the 
matter is that terrorism is a real threat right around Australia and right around the world. Although we have not 
had the size or kinds of events that have occurred in the eastern states and elsewhere in the world, no place is 
immune and we cannot be complacent. Of course, if the member for Hillarys was really worried about when we 
were going to do something, perhaps he should have listened a little more carefully to the Premier’s Statement to this 
house on 13 February this year during which he signalled that we were already in the process of preparing legislation 
and that it would be introduced in this session of Parliament. That is exactly what I have done this morning. 
Mr P.A. Katsambanis interjected. 
The SPEAKER: I heard the first one; that was not funny either. 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: This is a very serious issue. It is not something for the member for Hillarys to make up 
points about or say, “Me first; I did something first” even when he did not. It is a very serious matter. We are 
taking action ahead of some other jurisdictions. The first jurisdiction to move on this was New South Wales in 
June last year. It reviewed its legislation to deal with terrorist incidents and made appropriate amendments. We 
are now following on from that lead, guided by the actions taken in New South Wales, and preparing and equipping 
police in Western Australia to better protect our citizens. 
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